


























This article examines the active involvement of Japan and its academic authority, 
the Japanese Society of International Law (JSIL), in the preparatory works in the 
League of Nations to the Hague Conference on the Codification of International Law 
in 1930. The Conference was the first systematic attempt by the international 
community to codify unwritten customary rules of international law on a worldwide 
basis. It envisaged such a conference being organized periodically in future, and the 
intergovernmental process on law-makings during the League’s years paved the way 
for setting up the International Law Commission (ILC), a standing organ for 
codification and development of international law in the United Nations. In the 
context of the League seeking views from renowned academic institutions around 
the world on legal topics suitable for codification, the JSIL, with assistance of the 
Japanese government, launched a study group and started its own research project 
on the issue of codification in 1925. The project culminated in an original draft code 
on nine topics of international law submitted to the League in 1926. Using 
diplomatic records and other relevant historical materials, this study looks into this 
little known Japanese draft code in detail, pointing out that some of its articles were 
distinctive and inserted in the draft code with the intention of advancing Japan’s 
national agenda, such as a policy of non-discrimination based on race or nationality 
regarding immigration issues. The study also shows that the Japanese government 
at that time placed emphasis not only on advancing its national policy but also 
exhibiting the development of international legal scholarship in Japan through 
constructive engagement in codifying international law.  
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